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i me west is me one wmcn assigns Jiaiiaasa to the first century B.C.   This theory has been gaining more ground than the  other ones in recent years. The   Patron   of Kalidasa   is   identified   with king Vikramaditya in whose commemoration the famous Vikrama Era was started in 56 B C,, since he is the king who actually bore that name whereas many other kings of later ages only bore the name as a title.   The arguments for dismissing the name   of Vikrama of 1st century"B. C. as a purely legendary figure are not convincing.   The prescription of death penalty for the crime of theft and the denial of the right of inherit-ing the  husband's   property to the widow,   which are found in the Sakuntala certainly point to an ajl before the   beginning of the Christian era, when the Smritis supporting those customs were in vogue.   The similarity in style and thought between Asvaghosha, who is a Buddhist and who is a philosopher in the main and a poet by .the way, and Kalidasa who is solely a poet and dramatist of established reputation can only lead.to  the conclusion that  Asvaghosha  followed Kalidasa as his model and not vice-versa.
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